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R.G. Frey, “Moral Standing, the Value of Lives, and Speciesism
Very few people today would seem to believe that animal life has no value and that therefore we need not trouble ourselves morally about taking it. Equally few people, however, would seem to believe that all animal life has the same value. Certainly, the lives of dogs, cats, and chimps are very widely held to be more valuable than the lives of mice, rats, and worms, and the legal protections we accord these different creatures, for example, reflect this fact. Finally, whatever value we take the lives of dogs and cats to have, most of us believe human life to be more valuable than animal life. We believe this, moreover, even as we oppose cruelty to animals and acknowledge value - in the case of some animals, considerable value - to their lives (Frey, 192). 
The debate on the value of lives has taken a center stage in many philosophical arguments for centuries. Many philosophers have come up with a thesis explaining how they rank life according to importance and value. The value of animal life has been evolving for years because there are times when it was not highly regarded. There are times that even human life alone was not considered that highly because people in positions of power and influence were given the power to take away human life without even due diligence. During these times the value of animal life was not considered high in society. As the world has developed, people have fought for human rights and freedoms. As people continue enjoying these rights and freedoms, they tend to imagine that animals that tend to suffer in human hands should also receive similar dignity. Today many people believe that there is value in animal life and that there is a big deal taking it away. People have created awareness in various sectors of society indicating that there needs to be consideration of animal life because of the value it holds. 
Even though many people believe that animal life has value, few believe that the value is ascribed to animal life should be uniform across the board. That all animal life should be treated as equal just as all human life is treated as equal has not been embraced in many spheres of human life. Many people believe that not all animal lives are equal and can therefore not be treated equally. For instance, most people hold the lives of dogs and cats highly and even domesticate them. Dogs and cats have been accorded legal protections in most jurisdictions thus legally binding humans to respect their lives and treat them with dignity. There are no similar protections for rats, mice, and worms yet they are animals too. Rats are often used in labs for experiments that would not be done on more revered animals like dogs. The fact that they seek to destroy even makes things more complicated for this species of animals. Rats are not fiends with humans because of their nature to destroy property. This makes them easy targets for killing and therefore never respected in the same manner that Dogs are respected. 
Most of us regardless of what value we ascribe to animal life, give human life more valuable than all animal life. Every day in the news, there must be a news article revolving around human life. Whenever one human life is taken, it makes news, and people are interested in learning the circumstances surrounding life. However, the same attention is never given to animal life. The loss of a dog rarely makes it to the news. People do not gather to condole with a family that lost a dog, in the same manner, they gather to condole with a family that lost a person. The belief that the value of human life is more than that of animals does not prevent people from believing that they need to treat both animal and human life with dignity. People can perfectly come from the school of thought that gives reverence to human life and oppose cruelty against animals. Those who treat animals with cruelty thinking that their loves have not valued should reconsider their positions and ascribe dignity to these creatures. 
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